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A bill has been reported in tbo House of

Delegates, from the Committee on Banks, .

changing the name of the Mineral Bank of

Virginia, (to be iocated at Richmond) to the

Bank of the Commonwealth; me minimum

capital to be §500.000, and the maximum
§2,000,000; any Bank of the State may sub-
soribe for its stock to the extent of "> percent,
of the capital of the subscribing Bank, providedthe surplus of the subscribing Bank be
not reduced below 5 per cent, and tbat every
Bank so subscribing shall redeem its notes

at tbe new Bank at a discount not exceeding
one fourth of one per cent. This would constitutewhat is oalled a clearing house for the
Banks of tbis State.

There are reports from Richmond that
Gov. Wise, is far from "resting easy" under
tbe Kansas resolutions passed by the Legislature,intended a? a rebuke to his late Tammanyletter. It is said, tbat, probably, he
will make "an appeal to the people," in bis
own defence and in justification of bis course.

Letters, it is also said, have passed between
him and Mr. Buchanan, and tbat Mr. Buchanandoes not approve of tbe position assumed

by Gov. Wise. Altogether tbe "hartno-

ny" is about as usual. Fortunately there is
no election in tbe State coming on just at

this time.

Mr. Seddon, in his speech at tbe Walker
banquet in Richmond, said:.
"While the governments of Europe tillibustered,we trusted to the enterprise of

Young America. He hoped for the regenerationof Central America by the introductionof u higher order of civilization, lie
wished to see the time
When Walker's might and Walker's right,
Would meet on Nicaiaguan height "

The parody of the prophecy in Guy M uttering,is rather a step "from the sublime to

the ridiculous." Walker, however, appears
to have neither "might" nor "right".certainlynot a particle of the latter.

The first annual meeting of the American
Colonization Society took place in the hall of

the House of Representatives, on the 1st of

January, 1818, when the principal address
was delivered by the Hon. llushrud Wash-

ington. On looking over the original list of
officers, it appears that but one of that philan-
thropic baud remains.that is the venerable
General Walter Jones, of Washington city.
The oldest vice-president now liviug is Geo.
John 11. Cocke, of Virginia; the ne.it, Hon.
Charles Kenton Mercer, also of the Old l>ominion;neit in order may be named the lion. *

JClisha Whittlesey of Ohio. 1

.T~~1
The government is again in funds to an

amount ample for imjoediatopurposes. The c
4 Kaon ronpivm) frftfll ,1

new iren&ury uuicn umo uvm i^w-.v. u

the hands of the etigraver, who has cxocu- t

ted them with great skill, representing upon
their face admirable likenesses of the J'ref-iilentaud Secretary of the Treasury. It is
found that the notes will he current at three
percent, interest, any hank being glud to

take tbem on deposit at par, with the aecu

mutated interest. '

Jlobert A. Craig, a British subject at Purta
Arenas, has demanded damages of the

U nited States for losses sustained by him in

the seizure of Walker's expedition by C >m.

Paulding. He alleges that he rented to (Jen.

Walke* a part of his premises, and that be
had a large quantity of provisions in his 1

warehouse belonging to Walker at u stipulatedrate of storage per month for each package;and also that he advanced on tbc securityof the provisions the sum of $500. 8

The Annual Meeting of the American t

Colonization Society, will be held in Trinity c

Church, (Kev. Dr. Cummios's.) Washington, '

on this evening, the 19th instant, at 71 o'- !
clock. Several distinguished gentlemen are 1

expected to address the meeting. The publicare iDvited to attend.

The Santa Fe Gaeotte contains a full ao t

count of the Gila expedition, which has been <1

successful, having fully accomplished the r

end contemplated in its organization. Not fl

only this, but it has resulted in obtaining in- |
formation of a valuable portion of our terri- (

tory which otherwise might have remained
hidden from us for years to come.

CoDgress has been in session six weeks, '

and nothing practical, except the passage of '

the Treasury note bill, has yet been effected. *

The Constitution of Minnesota will be j
amongst the first subjects coming up for con- fl

federation, and that of Kansas wiil probably |
bo submitted dnring the week.

Undo San) paid off his employees in the

navy yard, at Portsmouth, last week, with }
half dollars, all bright and silvery. A num- a

ber of Jacks tars lrom the Saratoga were *

about too with plentiful supplies of tbeshin- c

ing dust, carelessly tied up in tbeir hsndker- v

chiefs. o

Both branches of the Alabama Legislaturehave unaimously passed resolutions au- c

tbcrizing the Governor to call a State Cod- 1
vention if Congress refuse to admit Kansas *

with the Lecompton Constitution. 11

r
a

The financial pressure, it is stated, has 8

been very disastrous to the whaling interests.
1 he North Pacific fleet the past season containedonly about 050 vessels, 30 less than

'

in the preceding year.

One of the best symptoms that has ap- '

peared of a revival ot trade is in tberesuuiptioo
ot work by cotton and woollen and other

manufactories.
The Farmers' Bank of Fineaetle declared j

* eetni-annual dividend of 5 per cent., nert, j

-on the 1st inst. It has paid to its stockhol- t

dare 16 per cent, for the year 1857.

Rev. Elijah Merchant/well known in aud 1

a native of Virginia, died at Los Augelue, '

vn*bc25tb of October. (

ALEXANDK
The llouse of l>elega!es pnssed, on fcmturlay,the bill from the Senate providing for

illing vacancies in the office of Lieutenant *

.Jovernor. The act as passed, amende the ^

existing law in relation to the same subject '

;o as cause it to read : j
"A writ of election to fill a vacancy in the ,c

office of Lieutenant Governor, Attorney Geo- f

eral, or Commissioner ol Public Works, shall 1
be issued by the Governor, and returns of the

election, under such writ, shall be filed in the j
Clerk's office of the several counties or cor- «

t orations.^and transmitted under seal to the
Secret try of the Commonwealth, in the man- i

ner prescribed by law lor the general election.
Frum the returns so transmitted, theGovernor {
shall ascertain what oerson is elected, and
make proclamation of the fact, and also (

notify him in writing of bis election. <

"When there shall be a vacancy in the of-
fice of Lieutenant Governor or Attorney Gen-
eral, during the session of the General As- (

nembly, the General Assembly may, by the (

joint vnte of both Houses fill pro the
vacancy in such office until said vacancy is ]
tilled in the manner herein provided."
The concurrence of the Senate is required ]

in an immaterial amendment, adopted somo

days sioce, before the act became a law. As 1

soon as this formality is gone through with,
a joint resolution will probably bo adopted
fixing a day for the election of Lieutenant j
Governor by the General Assembly. I

A letter to the Pniladelphia Enquirer, from |
New York, says:."A new mania is begio- *

ning to display itself among the fair dames
of Gotham. It is, of course, an exotic, and

jonsists in a violent desire for a "hanoker- c

jhief," of which useful article every lady is ;']
forced to carry two.one for use iD the pocket
. and the other tor display in the hand,
They are edged with lace. Price $1,200 a i

dozen. To carry the more expensive article, t

luxes of pearl have been expressly invented. I
fhese ure worth from $50 to $75. From ,

:he*e figures it will be seen that u will soon

;o»t as much to keep a wife in handkerchiefs, ]
is it does to koep the rest of the family in i

t>oot8, buttons, and hmse rent." t

» ! i

An application wag made before Judge j
Meredith of Kicbmond, on Saturday, for the 1

admission to bail of N. B. Dickinson, charged ^
with the murder of John C. Ilaley, at the
Fair Grounds, in October last. The applica- (

tion was made on the ground that the health i

of the accused has been seriously impaired
by confinement, and that prolonged incarna- f
tion may he attended with fatal consequen- i

ces. These allegations were sustained by
the evidence of two physicians, and by tho
physical appearance of tho prisoner.. j 1

Judge Meredith, uftera further hearing, ad- j
mitted the accused to bail in the sum of
*20,000. The sureties on the bond were

his four brothers. *

Dr. William S. Woodside, the Master of

Transportation of the Baltimore and Ohio x

Bailroad, who has, it is understood, been de- r

jirous of being relieved for some months c

past, again tendered his resignation at the

last meeting of the Buard of I'doctors.. J
Much regret was expressed at this step by j
the Company, and tho resignation was laid i
on the table without being accepted. It is r

i»aid that the Company is not likely to lose 1
the services of 1'r. Woodside, even should ii

he vacate his present office, as it is designed i
to reinstate him in his former reponsible pc- f
iition as Paymaster. c

The Liverpool Post of tho 24th December, §

*ives the particulars of the total loss of the e

ihip Wallace, of Leith, Captain Cormea, and J1
he dreadful sufferings of the crew, who rc- {

nained on the wreck during a period of 11 £
lays, without food or drink.except tho body s

r o ,fo.» nn.l u-hnt water thev could procure
1

luring the eb"rt intervals of rain. The tie-
ails arc horrible in the extreme, as relate*!
>y six of the crew of the ill fated vessel, who J
vere brought on shore from the Cljne, and
lonveyed to the Sailor's Home. r

^
s

The most interesting and affecting part of e

he trial of Smith, going on in Philadelphia, 1

'or the murder of Carter, was the evidence v

if Smith's sister, who is a young lady of in- 1

elligence and high character, and who gave *

in account of the demeanor of her brother

ipon being satisfied of the dishonor of bis t

vife, and the name of the man who had
mined her and blasted forever bis own peace
ind happiness. (

M. Gaillardet, in u letter from Paris, says o

hat there is a renewed agitation amongst the M

avane of Paris, at tho magnificent offer the j
imperor again makes to Professor Agassiz, f
if the United States, to induce him to fill the t

(hair made vacant hy M.de Orbignv, in the '

Museum au .Jardin des Plantes." The oiler t

s one hundred thousand francs, and a seat 1
n the Senate.

James J. Lawn, esq., died in Washington c

:ity on Friday night, while on a brief visit 3

here, having left Baltimore only on Thurs- ^

lay. Mr. Lawn was a successful produce c

nerchant in JI ward street, Baltimore, and
it the time of his death, was the President j
if the Democratic City Convention of Balti- .

nore, and a State director in the Baltimore t

ind Ohio Kailroad Company. i c
a

a nnnuil K^tchum. on whoso prem- r,

808, in Cincinnati, a carpet bag was found o

i few d>1yh ago, containing $12,000 in coun- e

Tfeit 6ves on the Central Hank, Frederick, ^

Hd., nnd York Bank, 1'a., has been held c

r. $1,000 bail. John Kelley, to whom it is v

tlleged the carpet bag belonged, was also
leld in $1,500 bail. j lJ
At the beginning ol this month the old

netbod of reckoning currency in Canada by c

lounds, shillings and pence was abolished, jj
.nd the decimal system ot this country super- j
odes it. Pecimal coins will be coined to

aeet tbe requirements of the law. They e

rill probably correspond in value with those t|
if the Uuitcd States.

Governor lluut, of New York, has it in 0

ontemplution to write a Continuation of the

'oliticul History of New York, commencing ji

rith the adoption of the present state con- p

titution. lie has chosen a jerkd which d
t 1. material lor the

UOUIIUD *u n

tatesmun uod historian. H

,m, M

The St. Louis Republican states that Cap- f

ain J. L. Brent, Assistant (Quartermaster in j'
he lT. S. Army, died at Leavenworth, Kan-

as, on the Wednesday precediug. Capt. g
treut was a Virginian by birth, and has
>een connected with the service for nearly
wenty-oight years. /

Efforts nre being made by the clergy to ^
>btgiu an increase in the number of chaplains c

n the aruiy and navy. A meeting is to be t<

teid in Philadelphia with refercuce to thi6 p
fbjeut. a

A negro man, belonging to Mtijnr Ellis, of J'
Fauquier, accidentally fell into the Basin, at

hVederiekshurg, on Friday eveuiug, and was t,

lrowned before assistance could reach him. p

;IA GAZETTE AE
little Foreign S«H».i,1'lr Amkkica.)

Among the passengers by tbe America are

daJnrae Lola Montez, Countess of Landseldt,(who bas recently married the Prince
if Shalosky, in Paris, and suite;) Colonel
Charles Burgthal, of Philadelphia, bearer.if
lisp&tchee for the I 'nited Suites government
'rum Paris, and Mr. Allibone and family, of
Philadelphia.
The America brings $'J,G15 in in specie

or Boston, at which port she was due ou

iunay night.
M. Blondeel has been appointed Belgian

Minister to Washington.
The political news by this arrival is not of

in important nature. Financially it is quite
favorable. There was a continued growing
ease in the English money market, but no reluctionof the rate of interest by the bank
pad taken place.
The holidays had checked all kinds of buliness.Little or nothing bad been dune

inoe Thursday.
The details of the Indian news by the overlandmail contain little news in addition to

iho dispatches from Trieste, reported by the
North American.
The U. S. steam frigates Minnesota and

Sail Jacinto, ami thesloop-jf-tvar Portsmouth,
were at Hong Kong.
Cheat Britain .The British revenue returnsfor the year show a decrease in receipts

'or the last quarter of about C^Oo.OUO stering.and a decrease on the year of about
£1,800,01)0 sterling. This decrease principallyarises from reduced taxation, although
ihe commercial depression hud a material influencetowurds the close of the year.
The official programme of the ceremonies

to be observed on the marriage of the piiusessroyal appears in the Court Circular..
r is welding isdctinilely fixed for January
The L indon Times reviews the report of

the United States Commissioner for JulianAffairs, and endorses the policy which
ooks to the civilization of the Indians in

America.
In L indon, on the 50th, there was a slightyincreased dem nd lor money to meet the

equirements at the end ol tho year, and als >

i more extensive inqu iry sprung up for silrerto export to India, which gavo rise to an

mpression that a reductionof discount would
renew the drain to the East.
The terms of a loan proposed to be raided

>y tho Norwegian government are undetitoodto have been arranged with Baring &
Jo. The loan will bo small but the precise
imount is not fixed.
On Thursday some little disappointment

was felt that a further reduction in the rate
if discount was not made by tho Bank of
England, but it was supposed that the meaiurewas postponed until alter the paynentof the January dividends, and there
was only a slight demand fur money at the
junk.
No new failures had occurred, and the

reir closed more favorably than was anftc>ated.
The West InJ a mail steamor had arrived

vith over OiX) in specie.
The joint stock banks have reduced their

ate ol allowance on deposits to four per
lent.
London, Saturday..Tho Times' city aricie,says: The year has commenced fuvorailyin all stock markets and consols have exlerienceda further improvement of nearly a

lalf percent., the last price to-lay being
xactlv the same as that on the 1st of Jan.
857. At the bank, notwithstanding the
ipproach ol the 4th, the demand for discount
s very light. In tho open market the rate
or the best bills ranges between per
lent.
Operations acainst Canton..By the preeuttime, probably, Canton bas been attack-

d and captured. It has been determined to
nake the dispute entirely local. Should the
Imperor answer the capture of Canton by
he expulsion of the English *raders from
itianghai, then, indeed, matters will grow
erious; but should he determine that the
lanton Governor anil mob have been justly
unished, it is possible that hostilities may

it* confined to ttie operations which were to

ie commenced in the south. The liiitisb
orce seems to be sufficient for the purpose of
etribution at Canton. "In a few days,"
ays our correspondent, "we may reasonably
xpect to have 700 guns »f>d 7,000 men it:

bese waters. Of the latter we shall fie able,
irobably, to land 4,000." The "blue j ickets"
vere being drilled lor service on land. We
earn that the French have also determined
o resort to hostilities agains the Chinese..
t should be understood beforehand that
uch a union is by no means analogous to
be combined operations in the Crimea.
There is no military contention.
Baron Gros has with him a naval force,

roui which he can land 000 seamen. lie has
horefore resolved to join in the operations
.gainst Canton. Thus wo shall have the
ingular spectacle of two nations siuiultane-
usly prosecuting hostilities against the same
eople on different grounds, and without any
ormal convention or alliance. In fact, the
wo expeditions may be looked upon as enirelyseparate. It is well understood that
he Americans are to retain thoir position ol
ooking on.
The Leviathan..The process of working

lown towards the water will he formally
ommenced for the sixth time to-day or

londay. \o less than eleven presses are

ixed against the aft cradle and ten against
he forward one. One of the former is ot
mormons strength and dimensions.
France..The Fans Constitutioncl boldly

efeu ls the system which the French govornuenthas adopted, of purchasing negroes on

lie coast oi Ainou anu carrying mem iu

ompul&ory service in the French Antilles,
ml argues that in no other manner can pros-
icrity he restored to them, and ridicules the
ppositionof English philanthropists. 11<>vt ver,a dispatch from i'aris says there is iiu

ouht that the Kuipeor will not renew tho
ontract for supplying tho French colonies j
rith negroes.
Mr. Carroll Spence, United States M nisjrat Constantinople, arrived in i'aris on

he 2tith.
The Frenoh government had rcc iguized the

barge d'affaires of liuenos Ayres, thereby
lisposing of the reports current of hostile

jeling ou the part of France towards Buenos
Lyres.
On the 31st the plenipotentiaries proceed-

d to a ratiticatiun of the treaty relative to

be new frontier of Besarabia.
The emperor had been unwell, but had re-

overed.
Sardinia .The Sardinian I'arliametit is

bout to deal with the clerical interference
a the lute elections, and will make mora)
rissurc as well as physical violence invalidingdetects in candidates.
Spain..A letter from Spain savs that it

p' ears certain that the Spanish government
nil consider the mediation oi England and
ranee in the Mexican affair as broken iff,
F Mexico does uot accept its conditions..

~ nf thiii resolution prepare-
u , ,

ions are being actively made both in the

paDish porta and Cuba for an expedition
gainst Mexico.
Pbi'ssia..A Berlin letter says that the

Lmoncan crisis caused such serious effect*
n the commerce of Thurengeu that the govrurneotof Weimar thought it nece-sury to

onvoke an extraordinary session ol the l>iet
} regulate commerce. Aralda, which is the

rincipal tow u ol the Grand Duchy, o mains

great number of stocking weaving estal
isbments, the productions of whiob are exoftedto the United States via Hamburg.
Com amo i al -The ad rites froui Manchessr

aie favorable, a slight improvement in

noes Laving tskeu place

I) VIRGINIA Am
I Liverpool Breadstcffs MaRKET.-Messrs. j
Richardson, .Speuce & Co. repoit no regular
O'arkpt for breadstuff's since the departure t.f
the North American. Flour dull.Western
Canal 23(a 24s.; Pniladelpbia and Baltimore
24(a)25s. W heat quiet but firm . red G-». 3d. j
(aj(7rt., and 7s. fur choice; white G(u.8e..
Corn dull.mixed and yellow33s. Od.; white
37(<$38s.

Iron .Market..Messrs. Baring it Bros.
renort iron firm, with a better detnan 1, at

CO for rails arid bars. Breadstuff's quiet but
steady.

Liverpool C. tt >n Market..The Brokers'
Circular says the sales f >r the week, which,
however, only comprehend four days, uwingto the holidays, were 40 000 bales, including6,5O0 on speculation, aud 2,UO0 tor

export.
An advance of J on the week had taken

place ou all qualities. The sales of Thursdaywere lO.OdO biles. <f which 2,000 were

od speculation, and 1,0*»0 for export, the
inaket closing buoyant and a strong tendency
upward, with an active demand at the followingquotations: Fair Orleans 0£ I ; MiddlingOrleaos 6 \ f; Fair Mobile 0 7-l0d; MiddlingMob le 6J f; Fair Uplands 0 1-lGd:
Middling Fplanus 6d.
The otticiul account of tho stuck in port at

the end of the year shows 4O0.0OO bales, .of
which 100,000 were American. The actual
stock was steadilv in excess of the estimut .

The London M ney Market was slightly
easier, discounts being freely effected ut 7 "

8 per cent. Consols for ace >nrit closed ut I
04}(«,94i. The bullion in tho Btnk of KnglanUbad increased £701,600. Messrs. BaringBros., qii >te dollars nominal at 5s $J;
eagles 76s 2(4.
American Securities- Messrs. Baring Bros,

report busino«s limi'ed ot previous rates..
Messrs. Bell «fc Co., rep >rt an improved demandand all descriptions slightly advanced.
United State G's uf 1867-8 and do. G's,
bonds of 1 >08, l'.'l(u 103; Maryland 5's
bond-, 88;o 00; Massachusetts 5's bonds, 0G

'K. l|.in.,.v k-ii,iu 71 ./ 7.'!: 1'ennsvlv .-
W J . V....- J., , . . ,

nia 5's, bonds, 8('(a,;c2; \ it ni;i 6's 180'j,
78(rt,80; Virginia 5 >, 188S, 7*(»ijS(>; Illinois
Central Railroad shares, discount, "7; do.
bonds, 77(r/^,79: Michigan Central S'c, 18GG
and 1809, rS4; «,St5; do. shares, jo N ew
York Central Railroad shares, 7uvo74; do.
G's, 80($82; do. 7's, 9t>(aj92; ^rie Kailroad
stock, discount, 15,0 18; do. 7's, convertibles,
40(a,42; do. sinking lund, 4l'(u 45; PennsylvaniaCentral, tirst mortgage, 79(u>8l.

The London paper reports the following
business on the ,11st:.Illinois Central Riil;road shares at 4(a;5(ft8 discount; New Yotk
Central Railroad shares, 7"{.

. m

'I'lie Wnlker Kirli e nielli Dying Out.

The spasmodic effoit ul tiie Filiibusters id
the .South to manufacture public opinion in
behalf of Ceueral Walker, has proven an

i abortion. The movers of the res>luti.»t,»
in his behalf, and condemnatory of Coinnio- i

dore Paulding's course, in our Legislature,
have grown so ashamed of their own course

that ttiey permit their darling resolutions t >

sleep, unnoticed and unhonored, in the confusedmass of worthless papers upon the
Cieik's table. Simultaneous with the intro|duction of those resolutions, indignation
meetings for Petersburg and other cities
were gotten up and attended by the wire

workers, miiou acturers of public sentiment;
and 11 iming preambles and resolutions were

adopt -d. Put tin whole uflair, from the be- j
ginning in Washiugioii to the meeting in

New Orleans, brilliant y successful as it was

intenued and wished fur, lias turned out

supremely ridiculous. The sound, sober
sense of the people has entirely too much

respect for national honor and the dictates of
national honesty, and witbai loj much intelligenceand self-respect, to he driven into the

suppoit, in any degree, of one whose course

has exhibited neither respect for hinisdt a"

an honest citizen nor regard for the rights ul
others; much less arc they willing to enter
a condemnatory protest against the conduct
of Commander Paulding who, whatever
error nt iuJ.Miient he unit have c mmittcd,
whs no doubt actuated by tbe best of mo-

lives arid a sincere repaid I >r the intotrr ty
of the people whose tia^hebore.. L'imrlutt<>>-
villc Adwutt.

Th« llolttrtnoli Cnae hi iliichtlteb

Roiiiemkk, dan lo..Itio prosecution in
the case of John ]i. Robertson, who was ar j
rested for au attempt to poison h:s wile, rest-

ed their case this noon Counsel opened the
defence w ith a speech of tin hour in which
behave the outline of the delence. They
will try and show that youu^ l»r. Rieglcr,
backed hy his father, was a conspirator aga nit

Robertson, and that his motive whs to avoi I
the payment of vJ.aOO, luaned and expended
on liis father's trial last Spring. Sev- ral
witnesses for the defer ce were examined this
atternoon, and among them were Mrs. Rob-
ortiou, the wile of the de.'endan', her two
brothers and several neighbors and relations
.all of whom testified to the good eharac- '

ter of the defendant, atid the happy domesticrelations always existing between him
and his wife. Mrs. R. swore that her marriedlife bad been the happiest part o( her

1»1r, wnnfirti.lap untl iiiUifruilipfM.I
IIIC, IU c»n,jr )'»iubu.i>., ......

much of Biegler'tt evidence. At the conclusionof her examination the Court adjournedtill t -morrow morning.
Tremendous Storm nt New Orleans.

New Orleans, .Jan. 15..A sudden storm

of wind came up this Afternoon, accompanied
by rain, which amounted to nearly a hurricane.

fifteen ships broke from their moring",
ard were considerably damaged. The C. K.
I'cnnell, of Bath, and the Ellen Stewart
wore badly injured. Several houses were

unroofed and otherwise more or less injured.
The lako end of the I'oncbartain Railroad

is about half destroyed. The damage to
steamboats which the wind broke loose from
their fastenings is immense. Chimneys were

blown down and several lives were lost..
Many tow boats were also injured.
The st >rm lasted only half an b< ur.

The storm blew dowu fences and injured
many verandahs of bouses in the city.

It is not known whether it cxtendrd to the
Gulf, but many tears are expressed in repaid
to its effects in that region, and that the
damage is much greater than has yet been
reported.

Arllonn.

lion. John R. Rartlett I'oited States B iun-

dary Commissioner, has addressed a letter
to Lieut. Mowry, Delegate from the now Territoryof Arizona, upon the resources of this
almost unknown regi in. Contrary to the

preconceived opinioos ot many, Mr. Hart-
lett gives hi" opinion that trie Territory has
great u;/i irullura/ as well a.- mineral resources,and that it Contains all the elements cl a

thriving State. The peculiar posit- n ot
Arizona, with a frontier of s:x hut dred miles
on the south, populated by a mixed .Spanish
and Mexicau race, us isolation, and its wonfulresources, all make it a subject ot inteiest,especially to that class ot our population
who, with restless activity, are constantly
desiring new homes, and who yearly move

westward in search of tbem.

The Itespoitslblllty.
The South Side Democrat, warmly in favorof Walker, and violently opposed t >

Com. Paulding's proceedings, says: "it is
constrained to think that .S-eretary I'ouoy is

as much, it nut more, to blame thru eitoer
or ail of the naval i ih- c » implicated in these
disgraceful ; roceedings." According to the
Jack-H.niau theory, the President n, respon-.- <

bio fur the acts of his Secretinee. Mr.
Buchanan, therefore, is the party to whom
ibe country should look .Jtleubuiy Int.

fERTISEK.-.'ANr;
'1 lie Cupliul nl \\ asking ton.

This grandly designed structure has had
the additional wings attached to it, and a

lolty dome is now surmounting tbe place of
the olJ one, and is to bo elevated three hundredfeet above the bas£ of the building,
while its summit will be eruwned by a beautiful

personification of Freedom, to be executed
in bronze from a model by the late celebratedsculptor Crawlord.

The wings of tbe buildiDg are about to

receive their pediments, and, fortunately,
Crawford's sculpture for one »f them is completedand at Washington. A pair ot bronze
doirp, by the same artist, will grace one of
the grand entrances, and llogers's doors illustratingthe history of Columbus, will occupytbe other; a tnird pair of doors will
probably till the centre entrance, Ii is to

the honor of Amerua that the exquisite
adornment oi bronze artistic doors arc again
brougbt into requisition lur the tirst time

since the days uf Lorenzo, Uniberti, and
John ot Bologna.
The interior ot tbe wings have well formedrooms for pictirial decoration, with vaultedcrilings, in which frescoes may be seen

accompanied with arabesques. The AgnculturilCommittee II win, tor example, has
tbe appropriate sutjcts of Cincinnatus and
Pctaam, each leavu g the plough for the
sword and service ot their country. The
War department is decorated with frescoes
of the battio uf L xington and death vl Coa.

vi',,.'I'hii.o .p.. di» v.'.*..,../ r.'iil I r.!p-

cues paint ;d in the United Stute.-. The frescoesof tLe Capitol arc by Sig. Broniidi, and
very effective at a distance, and (ussess deli
cacy ot tint, lie has been ably assisted in

the ornament il part by Mr. Leslie and others.
Tne II ill ul C.'iigrtSs, tnnigh now occupiedby Kb members, is fur Iroui complet.on,

but bids fiir ti be one ot tlie grandest halls
of m; dern times, it the conception ot the
projector is only carried into execution..
1 ho present effect may be compared to seeinga splendid frame without the masteipiceeot art it is to adorn; and the hail must

therefore be considered as to what it will be
rather than what it is. The style is Italian
ot the lGlb century; its dimensions are

large ana ample, and so constructed as to be

peilect in the important matter of acoustics.
The ceiling is of iron, enriched with

mouldings and ornaments gilded alter the
manner of the old hails of Italy; the cornice
is very bold, with pendants of ruther too

baruquo a style. The panels, which are now

painted in oil with a honeysuckle ornament,
will probably be leplaoed some future time
by medallions of figures on biue and scarlet
grounds, which would relieve admirably
against the line gilded trami-work. The
light is made to descend troin a liat sit\ light
ot grnunu glass panels, ornamented with the
armorial bear.ngs of the States, and w 11
adapted for illuminating the body of the
hall. The cycle ul hist >rical subjects, paintedin highly tinisltod Ircscoes, will oecupiy
the present empty panels, which now injure
the effect of the hall. When completed, the

eye will be attracted by the inspiring patiuticsubjects displayed around t .c walls and
in the niches in paintings and sculpture, and
the now gorgeous ceiling will then take its
proper place as secondary to ait, and the
whole be hurmonizel..Xnt. Int.

ICuHt Triiiieniier Hint t irgluta ltr.ll rntnl.

The track-laying party commenctd work
again on Monday last, says the Bristol News,
m the Eastern section of this road, and duringnext week will finish the track to Henderson's,within six miles of Greenville. It
is the intention ul the President to have the
cars run to Henderson's as soon as the track
is laid, relieving tbe traveller ot live miles
staging, and leaving but twenty-four miles
to get over to reach the radroud at Bull's Gap.
The contractor for grading on the section
near Bull'.* Gap has put on a night gang, and
bv working botb night and d ly, hopes to

have his work linishc i by the 1st of March.
I fit' I rtlCK-dying Will [[It'll go u u 11. in tutu

end, an i there i- hardly :i doubt but that the
entire gap will be tilled in by the 1-tol .M iy.
Had weather may delay the worn beyond
that time, but probably no other causo, an the
Company have a good quantity ot lion engaged,and the Kant Tennessee and Georgia
Company have kindly oil-red to loan enough
to supply any temporary want.

The Work Bei.un..The force of Messrs.
King & Field, Contractors on the Virginia
and Kentucky Railroad, started this week
for the scene of their labors, at Clinch Itiver.
We learn that other parties have already
broken ground on the road, and the prospectis ih it this important wrk will nnwr be
vigorously pu-lied torwoid../>r« /«/ S< its.

The \Vrntlirr KhmCwhicI.
The Nantucket Enquirer, of the 15th,

says:
The weather is mild and springlike, and

several species of early fl iwcrs have b-en
found in bloom. A year ago we bad served
cut half a sentence of one uionih's imprisonment.No fear may be apprehended for a

long winter, at any rate.
The New Uedfoid Mercury say8:
On Wednesday last, January 111, a cornfieldwas plowed uear this city, the soil perfectlypliable and the plowing as easy a-- in

the best season. I'ansi-s are still in blossom,and the bud- of the cherry tree have
started a little in some exposures.

I ulvemity «>I v li

Hon. Henry Winter 1'avis, i-f Baltinnro,
has accepted the invitation of the Literary
Societies of the University to address them »»t

the close of the session.
Mr. K tsciu^ko Kemper, of Orange, lias

heen elected Anniversary Orator of the.JetfersonSociety of the University, to adiross them
on the Idth April nest.

Mr. J. Camp Tamer, of Alabama, ha*
b?en elected by the same Society, t> read the
Heciarannn of Indoj end -nce on that occasion..C/iarliitlesi-illr A>h:.

C<»ii<lriiii>li>K out'' Self.

The.N. V. "Courier's" Washington correspondentwrites:
"At a recent Republican canon* it was re-

solved, upon the advice of (I .v Seward not
to agituti the Slavery ijuestiou, hut attend to

legislation."
tiood advice for Albany, as well as for

Washington! If Mr. Seward had attended
to it fifteen years past, the Whig Party, most
of the time, would have been in power.Clay
in 1S44, m ide President, and Fillmore reelected..X.V. Kjjj.

Slight shock of no Km i-i h«| nake.
Lccki'ort, N. V..Jan. Id . Weathercloudy

and raining. Thermometer now stands a:
40. Latt night, about half-past eleven o'clock,uslight vibration was felt,ace inpauied
with a loud rumbling noise resembling the
rolling ut wheels over a pavement. It was

beard by u number of persons in different
parts o! the town, und woke several from
their Bleep.

fcusprcted l'*»e of Kidnapping.
A man named H iwen has got himself into

trouble at Richmond, Va., on aberiouscharge.
It is alleged that he sold in that city u tree
colored t>uy from Maryland, named Win.
Brown, for £ijOU. The dispatch says that
Bowen claims to have purchased the lad from
a man named Owens, ot Baltimore c unty.
The boy, however, says that his mother, 111
t i Brown, who is free resides in Baltimore
ctv, and that she appronticed him to Cii-.
Kiddle, of Baltiujoie county. Bowen is he d
in custody until the tiuth or falsity of fhe
boy s story can bu aoceiiuiueJ,

UlY I!». 1858.
I.rKl.Ini u re of Virginia,

The last we heard troui uur Lesiglators, assembled
in Richmond, was, that they were

discussing the conduct of Coin. Paulding!
This is melancholy !
When we look to Washington, we expect

to see the Representatives of the nation investigatingan illegal and outrageous act of
an officer of the Navy; but when we turn to

Richmond, we expect to see the representativesthere nssemoled, devoting every in iment
' f their time in endeavoring to do something
fur the good of our old Commonwealth, which
now, more than at any period of her history,
calls for Legislative relief.
Uur people are groaning uuder heavy t ixatiouto keep up the credit of their State.

Uur public improvements are languishing
for want of aid, and our merchants are sinkingunder an oppression, which grievous in
times of prosperity, is ruinous in a crisis like
the present. Is this a time then for our

Legislators to be wasting the precious time
of the people in passing resolutions and
making Buncombe speeches, whicb aro of no

eaitbly use?
How long are Federal politics to be the

curse of the Uld Ihminion? Cannot the
t-rt-.-s of Virginia discuss 'he action of Paulding,as well as the Legislature? Cannot
..... ...» I i Cnot,.ra in (Jmi-
V.C WU-l wu. ' 0 U..V,

gress to faitluully represent Virginia up >n

this question ? Let us at least wait uutil
they have anted iu this matter, and if th-y
mis represent us, then let Virginia enter

her protest..Norfolk Aryua.
Polarisation.

The magnetic attraction of the "unerring
needle," is a suhtlo and notorious agency.
We were told the other day of an incident
that occurred several years since t > our efficientcounty Surveyor, Mr. Barnett, which
proves that there are local magnetic attractionsin this region that seriously effect the
reliability ol the compass needle. Whilst
surveying the lands then owned by D. Iligginboiham'sbens, and as be approached the
top of Carter's mountain, just back of Dr.
Randolph's, Mr. Barnett observed a remark
able and extensive deflection of the needle
from what he imagined to be the true N* »rtherndirection. After running a number of
courses, in order to find out the local oause

of the deflection, he at last reached a largo
isolated dark-colored rock, just on the summitof the mountain, at which point his neediemarked a deflection of 90 degrees from
the true line, thus having completely reversed
its proper direction. The rock doubtless containeda large amount of metallic character,
sufficient in exteut to overcome entirely the
polar magnetism of the compass needle..
This is the tir»i instance iu our county
where the Surveyor has observed such seriouslocal magnetic influence; and but for
his thorough knowledge of his business, he
may have beet, led into serious mistakes in
his work of eurvoying..Charlottesville Adv.

Tlie Alpitra.
Since we noticed the importation of a lot

of alpacas into this port, (says the New York
Tribune,) wo have been repeatedly asked,
"What are they good for?" The best proof
that they are good for something that wo can

furnish, we find in the following item;
"The largest single manufacturing establishmentin the W' rid is uow in operation at

Saltaise, Kngiaud, for the manufacture of
cloth from the wool or hair of the alpaca
g at. The vastness of this great work will
be seen from the following statement which
applies to only one department; The weaving
sited contains one thousand two hundred
looms; the length of the shafting is nearly ten
miles, and weighs betweeu six and seven

hundred tons; the steam engines required to
work these shafts are equal to 1,250 horsepower;and the looms in one department are

capacle of weaving thirty thousand yards, or

nearly eighteen utiles, of alpaca cloth every
d ty, and art aggregate length of 5.GS8 miles
ul cloth annually. Tbe building covers six
acres of ground."
We cannot only raise the wool in this ooun1try but can cover six times six acres of

ground with machinery and steam-power to
manufacture it whenever the sovereign rulers
of America discover that it would be lar
better to manufacture our own wool than it
is to import cloth.. Ihishiiiytuu Slates.

Dim-1 pi I ne on Hoard a Man of War.
An officer of the United States frigate Con-

gross, which has jn-1 returned from a cruise
of two and n-half years, during which she
ha« sailed "Jj/JiM) miles, writes to the Journal
of Commerce, as follows:
"The new mode of discipline, without fl >»-

ging, is producing a rapid and decided
chance in the character of seamen : and in
aim -t every particular the change is ol tho
most desirable nature. There is, perhaps,
less promptness and energy in the movementsot some who formerly jumped to the
ropes Ir m fear of the "cuts," and that class
of reckless, le Id, and dare-devil spirits, who
secuied iu their native element only when
the storm was highest, and howled through
the rigging with most terrific violence, is to
i uno extent passing away. But there is
rising in its place a self-respect and inteili
gt nt manliness, a reliable fidelity, a sympathywith their fellow-men, and a desire for
their regard, which is full of promise. Consideringthe grade of society from which
seamen ordinarily Come, and tho motives
which lea l rtie great majority to seek the
service, it is surprising tnat the improvementin their character should have been as

great as those uiost experienced declare it
to be."
Revolutionary Commotion In .Mexico.

The steamer Tennessee brings to us importantand exciting news from the Mexican
Republic. The recent revolutionary prooeelings at the capita! have been most unfavorablyreceived in in any parts of tho inte,rinr. A large number of States huve declar"dviolet t'y against the new order of things.
Kven s ine of the principal towns, and
.an mg.-t tf><m Vera Cruz, which at first p ro-
nouneed in t.av r of it, have since repud'ut 'd
it. A forniiiable military coalition is u'-I
ready organizing against it; troops areiri ino:tioii in many paits of the Republic, and a
civil war, or anntht-r change in the Lxecu-
live power, seems to be imminent.

Destructive Klre.

Lynchburg was visited by a destructive
tire on f rui ty night, which resoftcl in the
1 jss of two large tobacco factories and the
partial loss of another; t>getbcr with th;r
contents. They were the property of Mr.
W'n. I). Miller, and tho Me-srs. Knight,
sit.uted on the Western turnpike. Mr. Mil-
icr'e lactory was a large brick house, which,
with ihe fixtures arid stock on hand, was entire!v dotrojed. There was an insurance
of >1- it if, we learn, hut that amount
fails to cover the los*. The other factories
were frame buildings.one of which, with
its contents, was burnt, and tbe other
materially damaged. There was no insuranceon these.

Detection of mii I iicen U1 «r y.
On Sunday morning a carpenter's shop in

1'hiladelpliia, situate*! in the midst of a numberol tirot class dwellings, was set on tire.
The lire was put out without much damage,
and upon examination it wai discovered that
the inctidiary 1 y using a lung stick under
the door had craped together a pile of ehav
mg-, to kit die v\ Inch be had used a ipiantiy of
loose paper. A part of the paper which riinmad -aa* a letter to Richard May berry,
Irom hib wife. Mayberry, who ie a tire run*
Uc»," was arrest, d. and acknowledged t'lalhe
probably kiodli-d the tire, but oa)b that he
W40 luloiicaled at LLp inue

'I'lie Health of Virginia.
A9 ao illustration of the health of theOM

Dominion, the editor of the Richmond Kxatuinersubmits the folluwing very interesting
paragraph:

Is the reader aware of the fact that «rm<>.

thing like a third of the member a <.f the ce'obra ted Virginia Convention of ar(J
still among lit? Wo thiuk we have not statedthe number of survivors above what it
actually is; and when we Consider that a

majority ot that body had at that time Tradedthe period of middle age, the fart niu?t
be regarded as worthy ol remark. In refer
eooe to two of the districts, at least, thre<fourthsof the representatives are yet livir.g.
(Jen. Cabell, Col. Martin, and Col. T ur M

are still active and useful cit./.ena of tin
Pittsylvania district, and the same remark
uiay be applied to General Gordon, Juigi
Thompson and Dr. Massie, of the Albemarle
district. Of the four representatives ol the
Metropolitan distr.ct, ex-President Tyler aui
Judge Clopton are still living; tho former in
dignified and honorable retirement, the iatiter in active and useful service in the councilsof the State. In several of the other
iwenty-fuur districts, ball the members r,

main; in several again but a singlo one; ar i
in a few not one is left of the associates
of Madis in, Marshall, Monroe, Randolph,
Leigh, the Burbours, Johnson, D Jdrilge
and Giles, in the Convention ol ITti4
oldest surviving member of the Contend. n n

probably Mr. Tazewell, who must have I eta
nearly 60 years ot age at that tunc. We a.\
the question of our cotemporaries of the pre--,
if they can give as favorable an illustrate '

of tbo health of any other State in the I 'uioo.
Can you point to t iirty-odil living um w|n
belonged to a public body of ninety-six memihers nearly thirty years ag -?

To Prevent Cara Kuiiuliig oil the Tr«< k.
*\ < leriiimi Bi'icuium jvuni-utuuiftiu? - ai *

valuable hints on preventing curs ir <iu rut.

ing off riiilroatl tracks. W here the r ad
lorms a curve ol iWUU feet diaoietcr, tne :
tereoco between the length ol the outer at;
the inner truck is equal to live feet breverv
1000 feet of road, when the g iuge is Lur
loot, and neat ly six leet to the 1000 fur a mi

feet gauge. This difference causes the inner
wheel to drag on the rail, thereby increasing
the resistance und wearing out the lire, i
by this cause, one of the wheels gets wcru
out more than the other, its diameter wiii b«
"mailer, and the motion of the car in t

straight line will become dangerous fr m tL|
sarnj cause.the larger wheel causes th«
smaller one to drag. If one of the wlio.U
dragft, the sliding Iriction pro duced then!.
gives a tendency to the car to place it-. It.7 -

wise on the track. It is dangerous, there*
to run at great speed, even on a curve ot
feet diameter, and as this makes it new.^rv
in building a railroad to avoid curve* i«

much us possible, a road through a rugged
or uneven country 's very expensive. It
axles have to be made unnecessarily str

as tbey have to sustain a twist from the eon.

cause. An Austrain oivil engineer under
took to avoid tbis difficulty by putting

wheelson a separate axle each, uniting tie
two halves by different means; none of then,
however, are found to answer the pun
and there is still wanted some cheap ar.

simple plan to give each of the wheels v

independent motion from the other, -t

making the whole strong enough and
against accidents.

Tlie Ice Crop.
Our ice-dealers are beginning tobeulsrc

ed at the prospect of empty ice houses r;

the consequent loss intending. Our n< rt:

exchanges are complaining of the same

fortune, and from pre"ent appearances tieislikely to be during the wuim weather
next summer a deprivation of the c nvet

ces and luxuries which generally t II.*
full crop of this invaluable article. Hut*
have full two months yet of wint"r to ftp
and it is but reasonable to suppj-e th>

though the product m .y be scanty, an!
price,in consequence, high, we shall

enough for our absolute wants. In ii

year by tin; dealers was so abundant tl a

demand of last summer did not ejti iu-'

supply, and that many ice-buuecs ^urr

ingthe city have a lair quantity on fnr
If this be so, we are not likely to suti'Tt.'

^

extent anticipated. A "cold snap'' <! i

days would scarcely cause much rurr *
.

while it would bo ^sufficient to all-av
iety felt, and give us enough ice t !>

through the summer."a eon>u:ntua'.in

voutedly tibe wished.".Halt. J'at.
~ I *

Altrlrtil l'«|ifr Xinif).
A writer in Hunt's Merchant- M ig.

says that according to Chinese hi*' "

one of the Chinese Kmperurs issued t

money 11(1 H C. calh-d Key-:f>sian.
ing Money, from the case and ra iffy
which it circulated. It consisted I ::

per promises of the (1 ivernment, anl *

into extensive use, like all paper eurr-'i

It cost nothing, and was issued ad turn
When the empire had been ll > de l w H

the Government repudiated the «li >
those who had confided in the pubo v

suffered the conscqueuces. 1
At a later period, A. 1>. 950 another n

peror conceived the very piuusible -- o

receiving from the merchants their a i

siivcr, to save them the trouble of I r ^ tl
it, and issuing promises to return ti. -i

on demand. This currency was dm n ' £ 11

Pian-tb-stan, or convenient Money,
convenient it proved tobi- r ( ^
He got the money and sijuan! r>. :

never found it convenient to pay th-ia.

An t'nusuMl Ocriirrnoi'

On Monday the lltli instant, two JJ
flocks of wild geese were seen dyi^ * .^(J
Kast Hartford, on their way north*art h ^

If the flight of these birds has, a* E Vv

persons suppose, a connection witu t v.

ral character of the weather which i# K 2A
low, then this unusual migration in K V't
may serve as a sign of continue <J in * j
er. It is said, by those wh wa'cli c ff ,,,

its of the wild-joose, that it I'.ie- «»utb .« i.i*

approach of coId weather i'. the I I
of winter, and north again just in > 3y m(l
of the warmer weather at the if't- y

spring. It is barely possible, h iwe*f'
in the present ca-e these geese h ive jj |IU,

-light mistake, and that a cold snap *

fen tbem before they reallv know >*

them.Hartford (Conn.) Tim's. |
A Ha iKlaume 1 lilng.

'

The Senator from Petersburg >i 1
some thing on Tuesday, winch f
publicly to acknowledge. We ul: Km,
he made a magnanimous and e!i- j je 'la'1
p*al to his brother Democrats r >

Whig numbers of the Senate th>'<'' "igf >0,J
ty of examining the resoluti in- i i
the Democratic caucus, aud wln«.-'i:» |P "V]
of the Democrats in both bcu-e- 4 ' .vj
push through without a moment'* -

* F.N
Richii. and Whij.«' '

The Meat 1'Mitlc.
The Danville New- nay-: jjfe
"We have just seen a gentleman !r m£. IJ

tiinore, and he inform* us that tf"' jS
grounii for the prevailing meat p": $ J >S||'
aaya there are million* of pounl- jrr' 4n I
market. It must find buyers, mil I

±

supply will naturally keep the ir
There is no danger of pe pie D '. / 2
bacon is now selling in Biltiw iVJ
much cheap er than buying h«gf

1NOR HJRK..A good OH'*
ami IRONKK. Apply!° Jjw l*
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